
                                                                

   

As I start this month’s 
Commodore’s column on 
the first day of 2017, I am 
looking out the window 
at a light dusting of snow 
and temperatures just 
above freezing, wonder-
ing how will we accom-
plish all the work that 
needs done at the club 

in January. In the back of my mind I know that it 
will all come together somehow.  
     Much work has already been done before 
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2016 brought Thistle and Lido 14 Nationals to Eugene Yacht Club. What do you imagine 2017 will bring?

The Commodore’s Corner
Ted Walkup, Commodore

continued on page 2

the start of 2017, following the Commodore’s 
Ball. Under the guidance of Marji Clune, several 
members spent a day winterizing the club. Rick 
Gasser, our interim Club Host, has been doing a 
great job looking after the club and making sure 
the club is protected as best as possible from 
the cold weather. We did have a couple of trees 
lose limbs during the freezing rain just before 
the holidays but nothing major. The sidewalk 
between the Yot Pot and clubhouse has been 
repaired and a drain installed at the clubhouse 
entry to direct the rain water somewhere other 
than the floor of the clubhouse. A big thank you 
to Judy Mustoe Slijper and Anne Ellsworth for 
coordinating this project.
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The Commodore’s Corner 
continued from front page

“I have always been delighted 
  at the prospect of a new day, 
  a fresh try, one more start, 
  with perhaps a bit of magic waiting 
  somewhere behind the morning.”
            --J.B. Priestly

     By the time you read this newsletter (weather 
permitting) we should have a new above-ground 
fuel tank installed. Mike Merrifield has been 
working on this project over the last several 
months. It will be located on the west side of 
the club next to the fence, safely away from the 
lake, trailers and camping area. We are currently 
waiting on permission from the Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACE) to allow us to decommission 
the old underground fuel tank. Last I heard, the 
fuel pump was not working so we will have the 
gas in the old tank transferred to the new one by 
our fuel vendor.
     In addition to the fuel tank, we are also wait-
ing on permission from ACE to allow us to re-
place and extend the dock on the west side of 
the Scout ramp. Port Captain Gordon Mattatall 
has been working on this project for a number 
of years. It will be good to see this project come 
to completion.
     Currently Rich Johnson, Bill Boyce, and 
Janet Mitchell are in the process of looking 
for a person to fill the Club Host position. Rick 
Gasser is doing a fantastic job filling in during 
the interim, but his day job doesn’t allow him to 
provide the time and commitment we want for 
our club. The current plan is to have the Club 
Host position filled and in place before April.
     There will be several opportunities to get 
your work party hours in early this year. D dock 

took a beating at the end of last year and will 
need some preliminary repair work done before 
the lake starts to fill. The first work party for this 
project will be January 28. Please contact Paul 
Stephens if you’re able to be come out to help.    
     Speaking of docks, last year’s Commodore 
Leta Sellers created a committee to look into 
the best way we can protect our docks. For 
the last few months Lee Kersh has been the 
committee liaison to the engineering firm out of 
Washington we hired to do a thorough evalu-
ation. Other committee members are Gordon 
Mattatall, Glen Hughes, Bill Boyce, Leta Sell-
ers, Rich Aaring, Rich Johnson, and myself. 
You can find out more in Lee’s status report 
for the Wave Mitigation Committee later in the 
newsletter.
     If you have not been to one of our Annual 
Chili Feeds in the past, please consider com-
ing out and joining us on Saturday, January 28 
at 6:30 pm. As tradition dictates, the Board of 
Trustees makes all the chili and provides all the 
fixings. It is pretty amazing the variety of chilis 
seven different board members can come up 
with. There will be something for everyone—hot 
and not-so-hot, meat and not-so-meat. This 
year the board members will compete in the 
first Annual Chili Cook-off Contest. Winner will 
receive bragging rights (and not much else). 
This will be the first General Meeting of the year, 
so come on out and help EYC get 2017 off to a 
blazing hot start.    
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

• Board Meeting 6p • Bulletin Deadline • Club Manager Office 
Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
MLK Jr Day • Janie Anderson Party

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
• Club Manager Office Chinese New Year
Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene                        
• Membership Com-    
mittee meeting 7p

• Work Party 9a                     
• Chili Feed 6:30p                  
• General Meeting 7:30p

29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
• Club Manager Office 
Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene

• Santana 20 Fleet Party

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Valentine's Day • Bulletin Deadline • Club Manager Office 
• Board Meeting 
6pm

Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene        

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
• Trailer Space #14 President's Day • Club Manager Office • Work Party 9a              
Moorage Requests 
Due

Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene        

• Potluck 6:30p                  
• General Meeting 7:30p

26 27 28

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4

• Sail School Early 
Registration 
Discount Begins

• Club Manager Office 
Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene

• Ward Party

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
• Club Manager Office 
Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Daylight Savings Time  • Board Meeting • Bulletin Deadline • Club Manager Office St Patrick's Day • Skeen/Kjaer Party

6pm Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene        

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
• Moorage Request Spring begins • Club Manager Office • Work Party 9a              
Reigistrations Due Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 

Eugene        
• Potluck 6:30p                  
• General Meeting 7:30p

26 27 28 29 30 31
• Club Manager Office 
Hours 4-6p, Bierstein, 
Eugene

• Sail School Early 
Registration 
Discount Ends

March 2017

EYC Calendar                                                                             January 2017

February 2017
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Ship Shape Committee Roster
January 28
 Chili Feed hosted by EYC Board of Trustees

February 25
 Co-Chairs John & Susan Pfanner
  Glen & Irm Clevenger  
 

 Committee Jonathan & Christy Gonenne,   
  Laurance & Cece Headley
  Neill & Rebecca Plant
  Ted & Janice Poole
  Michael Tieman

Annual Chili Feed
January 28          6:30 pm

brought to you by the EYC Board of Trustees
It’s the first meeting of the year and you don’t even have to cook! 
The Board will provide their best chili recipes and all the fixings.

 
 

Competition will be fierce in the first Annual Cook-Off! 
Bring your favorite beverages and place settings. See you there!

www.facebook.com/eugeneyachtclub

     The 2017 EYC Member Handbook contains 
member assignments for 2017 Ship Shape 
and Officer of the Day (OD) duty rosters. It is 
each member’s responsibility to know when 
he or she is scheduled.
     Organizers John and Susan Pfanner 
request that each member take time to review 
these schedules to identify any conflicts as 
early as possible. Please inform John of any 
schedule changes that you make via email at 
j.pfanner@att.net.  

Ship Shape & Officer of the Day 
Duty Rosters Set for 2017
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From the Club Manager
Rich Aaring

Happy New Year, every-
one. I hope that thoughts 
of how nice it is going to 
be on the water this com-
ing season has been able 
to sustain all of you through 
the Ice-Pocolypse and the 
ensuing snowstorms. This 
was finally going to be the 
year my wife got jewelry for 

Christmas, but instead she got a chainsaw to help 
clean up the yard. Maybe next year. 
     The good news is that the ice storm did not 
damage the club very much. We lost a few 
branches, but they did not fall on anything but 
grass. We had our arborists out last fall and they 
cleaned up a few weak spots, so we were about 
as prepared as we could be.
     Membership Cards have been mailed to the 
members who have paid their 2017 dues. If you 
have not received your card, that is why. And 
there are a few of you. 
     The first event of the season is the Annual Chili 
Feed on the last Saturday of January. This is a 
great event. The Board members cook up their 
best chili and the club provides plates and so on. 
All you have to do is show up with your appetite 
(and bring something to drink if water and cof-
fee aren’t your cup of tea). There will be a prize 
awarded to the best chili and I can’t wait to see 
which Board member wins. You can also get a 
look at the new concrete repairs on the sidewalk 
where the tree fell on it a year ago.     
     The 2017 Member Handbook is at the printer 
right now. We will be handing them out at the Chili 
Feed. Leftover handbooks will be mailed soon 
after.  
     Sail School has a slightly different date this 
year: June 25-30. This is a week after Fathers Day 
and the week right after Emerald Regatta. Don’t 
ya just love snow days!

     I would like to note the passing of Keith 
Leavitt, a longtime member of EYC. Most of you 
didn’t know Keith but he joined EYC in the early 
70’s and raced a Thistle for some twenty years 
before going inactive. I sailed with him at a Thistle 
clinic in Seattle when I first started and found him 
to be the nicest gentleman. Our thoughts go out 
to his family.  
     One Membership Committee item of note is 
that we have been given a little money to en-
courage young families to join. We would like to 
increase this amount. So if you have a little extra 
after having paid your dues and would like to in-
vest in the future of your club, please let me know.
     We definitely would like to grow our member-
ship. I would love to see EYC add about 30 mem-
berships this year. New members help us build 
our sailing community, and they bring new ideas 
and energy. A strong and growing club ensures 
the future of EYC which benefits each one of us. 
So bring out your co-workers, friends, and rela-
tives. Being on the water is good for everyone’s 
soul.
     We have scheduled Work Parties on the same 
day as the monthly potlucks this Spring. There will 
be additional dates added as projects demand. 
If you have questions, please call or email Marji 
Clune or John Mahoney.  
     And finally, have you made your New Year’s 
resolutions? My suggestions are to sail more, 
sail more with friends who have never been out, 
and to travel to a regatta. If you can keep these, I 
guarantee you will have a fun year!

We note with sadness the passing of 
Keith Leavitt, 

a longtime member of Eugene Yacht Club 
and resident of Oakridge. 

A memorial service will be held on 
January 14 at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church

 in Oakridge.
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Welcome to EYC

Membership Changes
New Associate Members
 Heather Dalton      
 Sponsors: Lynn Jolly, Liz Tritz
 Heather is a nurse at PeaceHealth.

 Eric & Melissa DeFreest    
 Sponsors: Bob Fraser, Chip Zachem
 Eric is an attorney and Melissa is an ER 
 physician. They have two sons, Nicholai and 
 Zachary, who are almost old enough for Sail 
 School.

Associate
 Bert Kersh (from Senior)

Inactive 
  René & Lynn Fabricant (from Full)
 Jed Keever (from Full) 
 Bob & Becky Lowry (from Senior)
 Jon & Dana Texter (from Full)

Resigned 
 Jeff & Penny Hannum (from Full)
 Angela McFarland (from Inactive)
 George & Janice Rode (from Full)
 Gerald and Anne Woeste (from Full)

Heather Dalton

Requests for Trailer Moorage 
#14 Now Accepted
     Trailer moorage space #TR14 is now open 
and requests for this moorage are now being 
accepted. The past holders of this trailer moor-
age are Gerald and Anne Woeste. 
     There is currently a trailer in this spot. It is 
a 1992 trailer, 29 feet long, and in good shape. 
Gerald and Anne would like to sell it cheap to 
the new occupant with everything inside (bed-
ding, dishes, pots and pans, etc). It has an 
electric refrigerator but does need a new stove. 
     Please email Port Captain Gordon Mattat-
all at gsp@pacinfo.com with your request for 
this moorage space. Include in the subject line 
“Trailer Moorage Request.” You may send snail 
mail requests to Gordon at 432 West 13th, 
Suite 2, Eugene, OR 97401. Be aware that 
postal mail requests will not arrive as quickly 
as email requests. 
     The due date for request of this moorage 
spot is February 19, 2017.

Trailer Moorage Ground Rules 
(from EYC Bylaws)
     When a trailer space becomes available for 
reassignment, notice shall be published once 
in the EYC Bulletin. This advertisement or the 
availability shall be in a separate and promi-
nent location and include:
     1. The number of the space available.
     2. The previous holder’s name.
     3. Particular information regarding the   
  space and any personal property avail-
  able, if any, and
 4. The date by which written requests for 
      the space are to be received.
         
     Space requests must be in writing and shall 
be sent to the Port Captain. The due date for 
requests shall be no fewer than 20 days from 
the date the notice was posted. Available 
spaces shall be assigned to the requesting 
member in good standing who has the great-
est club seniority. 
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It’s time once again to get your Moorage Registration Form filled out and back 
to me. You will find a copy of the form in this newsletter. They are due by March 
19—file early and avoid the rush. Or you can make your request online at the 
EYC website under moorage. If you only paid for storage last year and did not 
pay for any wet moorage, you will see that your moorage spot will be row J. If 
this is the case, you will need to complete a Moorage Registration Form to be 
added to the list for new moorage for this year. 
     On the website there is a PDF and a Word .doc file for moorage. Remember 
that you need a login and password to get to the moorage page. Ted Walkup 
or I can set you up. We will need your full name and your correct email address 
and a password if you have one that you would like to use. After setting you up 

as a member, the software will email you your login and password. If you do use online moorage regis-
tration, remember that your user name is UPPERCASE. If you do not know how it is entered then you 
can look in last year’s moorage assignment. New members requesting moorage will need to file out a 
Moorage Registration Form (see page 16).
     This year we will have EYC stickers for all watercraft that are not required to have an OR number. It 
was no problem tracking the two or three that members with moorage spots had. But with the number 
increasing, EYC has come up with a way for the poor Port Captain to track moorage of these water-
craft. If you do not have OR numbers on your watercraft (paddle-
boards, kayaks, or canoes) then you will need to fill out a Moorage 
Registration Form (page 16) to get a moorage sticker. 
     As you can see in the sample, these stickers will have an EYC 
burgee with a number in the center. Stickers need to be affixed to 
the watercraft on the bow on top or on the starboard side at the 
bow. If a watercraft does not have a moorage sticker and the Port 
Captain finds said watercraft on club grounds, he will lock it up 
and then you will need to deal with said Port Captain to retrieve your board, boat, or whatever. Keep in 
mind that I may not be at the club when you would like to use your watercraft. Sometimes I might be 
on a motorcycle trip and it may be a day or more before I get back.  
     Questions? Contact me at gsp@pacinfo.com or 541-344-1353. 

Port Captain Report
Gordon Mattatall, Port Captain

1-800-547-5063      541-343-4450      541-343-7636    www.potterdecal.com

1001

Date:
Customer:
Item/Descrip:
Group Size:
Dimensions:
Material:
Application:

WhiteRe�ex
Blue

Fire
Red

12-14-16
Eugene Yacht Club
Numbered Flags
3
5.9” X 3.25”
White DPM Vinyl
Outside

DIGITALLY PRINTED FOUR COLOR PROCESS

MATT BLISS
DESIGNED BY

Sample of EYC 
moorage sticker

Update from Wave Mitigation Committee
Lee Kersh, Wave Mitigation Committee Chair

    After a three-month process of reviewing up-
wards of twenty possibilities, the members of the 
Wave Mitigation Committee met and selected for 
Board review a workable option that best satisfies 
our varied criteria of affordability, constructability, 
longevity, flexibility, and ability to achieve Corps of 
Engineer’s approval.  
     We are very excited about the possibilities of a 
“hybrid” design that will extend the current tower 
dock with a substantial and usable floating device 

for primary protection and use a separate, less 
expensive design for secondary mitigation ap-
proximately along the current line of 5 mph buoys.
     At this time, the Board is reviewing “next 
steps” which will include adopting the commit-
tee’s recommendation, considering moving ahead 
with a comprehensive shoreline survey and soils 
investigation this winter, and then moving ahead 
with specific design work for the approved wave 
mitigation option.
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Save the Date!
Sail School is June 25-30.

Each summer, an all-volunteer crew lends its 
skills and love of sailing at EYC Sail School.

Kids and adults get to learn to sail 
or hone their skills during the week.

Come join the fun, learn something new, 
and celebrate the EYC sailing community!

Members-Only Discounted 
Registration Opens March 1

Other Dates to Remember
 March 1 - 31  $50 Early Registration Discount for EYC Members
 April 1   Member-Only Registration Continues
 May 1   Member-Only Registration Ends
 May 2   Guest Registration Opens and fills if space remains
 June 1  Final Registration Deadline for Members and Guests ends 
    (or until Sail School is full, whichever comes first!)
Questions? 
        Contact 2017 Sail School Directors June or Mike Chamberlin at eycsailschool2017@gmail.com.

Join the Work Party to Dismantle D Dock
Paul Stephens, Port Commission

     The first work party of the year is scheduled for Saturday, Janu-
ary 28 beginning at 9:00 am. 
     As long as the weather cooperates, we should be able to dis-
mantle what is left of "D" dock while the lake is down. It will require 
some creativity to secure the sections we can salvage. I am work-
ing with Wayne Previti to formulate a plan to resurrect enough of 
the sections to rebuild the dock for the coming season. 
     I would like to determine how many volunteers are able to come 
out to get this project started. Please contact me directly so I can 
plan accordingly. You can reach me at 541-915-5063 or by email at 
plstephens656@comcast.net.
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Communication Changes Are Coming to EYC
Rich Aaring, Club Manager

     Communication. That is the key to keeping our 
membership happy and growing. But communi-
cation in an electronic age can be complicated 
and difficult.
     For years, EYC’s main way of providing news 
to its members has been in the form of a monthly 
Bulletin of information. In the early days this was 
only a page or two, but over time it has grown. 
Now a ‘short” Bulletin is 16 pages! 
     And members are no longer reading the Bul-
letin on paper but rather read it on electronic 
screens of varying sizes. In fact, we expect most 
people to get their EYC news on smart phones in 
the not-so-distant the future. We know we need 
to keep up with the needs of our members and 
so  we are working to make all of our communica-
tions work on all sorts of devices.  
     The same goes for the website. We need to 
make sure that it works on all screens and that it’s 
up-to-date with information and easy to navigate. 
The website is a place for current members to find 
out what they need to know, and it is our public 
face for the community and potential members.
     Increasingly, social media plays a larger role 
in our culture. EYC has accounts on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and Google+. These are excit-
ing ways to share news of upcoming events and 
photos of past events. 
     Obviously, keeping our communication with 
you and the community takes a lot of time and 
energy, more than the Board felt could be expect-
ed from a volunteer. So the Board proposed—and 
the membership agreed—to hire a Media Manag-

er. We are pleased to announce that Karen Nou-
sen, our Bulletin editor since 2009, has agreed to 
take on this job. 
     Changes to the Bulletin will begin next month. 
Consequently, this may very well be the last pa-
per or pdf version of the Bulletin you will receive. 
Future Bulletins will be delivered via email and will 
rely on links to the EYC website where readers 
can get more information. This will make getting 
EYC news on your computer, tablet, or smart 
phone a lot more convenient. 
     What do you need to do? Make sure your 
email address is correct and that emails from the 
EYC Media Manager are not going to a spam 
folder. 
     Change can be challenging, but it can also be 
a good thing. Your patience as we make these 
changes is appreciated and your constructive 
feedback will be help us know where we’re suc-
ceeding in meeting the club’s communication 
needs and where we can improve.

EYC members may place a classified ad by 
sending it to the Bulletin editor at knousen@
comcast.net. Ads will appear for three issues. 
If more are needed, contact the editor to renew 
your ad.

CLASSIFIEDS

Board Meeting Minutes 
Now Available

In an effort to increase transparency 
and keep the club membership informed, 

the Board of Trustees has decided to make 
approved Board Meeting Minutes available. 

 

A PDF document with the minutes from the 
December 13, 2016 meeting is available here: 

https://goo.gl/EkxTU8

Friend, Follow, Pin, and 
Tweet Eugene Yacht Club
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     A team is approaching the weather mark in third place on a tight starboard tack layline. It looks like 
once they make it around the mark with a good spinnaker set, they will be ahead of 55 other teams 
and off and running.  
     But then the situation changes quickly. The driver gets a little anxious and starts pinching, a port 
tacker ducks them and then tacks up on their hip preventing an escape tack. As boat speed drops and 
the foils steadily stop lifting, and, in tandem with an ill-timed set of waves, the boat slides to leeward 
with no chance of making the mark. Now the team is forced to jibe and duck all oncoming starboard 
tackers before finally getting in line again to round the mark, landing themselves in eighteenth place. 
     Sound familiar? It happens to all of us, and it can happen fast. It’s a very common issue in big and 
small fleets dealing with adverse currents on short beats, or in flatter water and medium air (where 
fleet boat speed is very comparable) where there tends to be a lot of traffic at the weather mark.
     Interestingly enough, 
weather mark roundings 
tend to be a little less com-
plicated on long beats in 
big waves or heavy air as 
the fleet has a tendency to 
spread out more in these 
conditions due to a bigger 
difference in boat speed and 
boat handling skill. 
     Let’s explore the key ele-
ments of managing this sce-
nario and ways to mitigate 
and reduce the potential 
issues that a tight layline pres-
ents.  

Cardinal Rule: Don’t Pinch
     Do not pinch initially on the approach! If the team pinches, it drastically reduces the chances of 
making the mark as the boat goes sideways. Take the mark out of the picture and go fast. Get the 
maximum lift out of the foils and the boat will climb up to the mark. Boat speed, boat speed, boat 
speed! This is one of those critical moments in the race and the series—calling lulls, puffs, wave sets 
and being locked in as a team is everything right now. 

Alert! Alert!
     You will need an escape plan and the option of the slamdunk defense. Ask your designated set of 
eyes to leeward how many port tackers are going to duck you and how far away are they. This is criti-
cal information as any port tacker that executes a good duck and a subsequent tack on the layline is 
going to be pretty close to bow-to-bow on the next crossing if an escape tack onto port is needed and 
they represent a potential shutting of the door. With this communication it is important to be on the 

Tight Layline Management and the Art of the Shoot
Andrew Kerr, Sailing Coach

continued on next page

Layline management makes all the difference around the mark
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Layline Management: continued from previous page

same page with the terminology that is going to 
be used. Do you like to hear “bow 14 is 6 lengths 
away” or  “Bow 14 is 15 seconds away”?  
     When getting close to the mark, a good de-
fense against the port tacker ducking and then 
tacking on the hip is to execute a slamdunk tack 
on them as they duck. Remember the constraints 
of Racing Rule 13: a tacking boat shall keep clear 
of other boats and Rules 10, 11 and 12 do not 
apply. So the ducking boat could luff us as they 
establish a leeward position. The slamdunk takes 
a lot of practice and typically does not work in 
light air or big waves as the ducking boat is much 
faster and can sail right through the tacking boats 
lee. It generally works best in flat water and medi-
um air, or when very close to the mark when there 
simply is not enough time and distance for the 
leeward boat to sail through the lee of the tack-
ing boat. This is where your tacking practice in a 
wide variety of wind and sea conditions will prove 
invaluable. 

Risk v. Reward Decision Making
     Make your risk-reward decision based on info 
and a scan of boats around you. Will your team 
make the mark? Are you gaining or losing bearing 
on it and how is the boat ahead (if there is one) 
doing on the same line? Do you anticipate getting 
tacked on by other boats which, with the added 
bad air, may make it difficult to make the mark? 
If it looks like the probability is you won’t make it  
and there is a gap in the starboard tack parade, 
then a high percentage decision, particularly in a 
big fleet, is to tack and get in front of them while 
you can.      
     If the crossing looks close, wait for them to go 
bow down in a header or a lull or hit a wave set 
and then tack and cross them while you can. The 
other scenario is that you could well be net gain-
ing on the starboard tack parade and patience will 
pay, especially if you see a lift ahead that can get 
you to the mark or a left shift or more velocity  to 
tack on and cross with.  

Tacking in the Zone Rule
     Remember the constraints of Racing Rule 18. 
3, Tacking in the Zone. In a nutshell if you tack in 
the zone then you cannot sail a windward boat 
up above a close-hauled course. If you tack out-
side the zone to the mark then you can take them 
head to wind if necessary to shoot head-to-wind 
to make the mark. 

The Art of the Shoot
     With compliance to the above limitations that 
Rule 18. 3 presents, if you cannot make the mark 
and there is no avenue of escape to tack to, then 
shooting head-to-wind is going to be your best 
move. Practicing shooting head-to-wind in a va-
riety of wind, sea, and current conditions will be 
invaluable. It will give you an accurate idea of how 
far you can carry with your momentum. 
     I remember practicing shooting head-to-wind 
just prior to the Ensign Nationals a number of 
years back. It paid big dividends as we were able 
to shoot head-to-wind, carry our momentum two 
boatlengths, and make it around the mark in a 
big fleet. Ideally when you shoot, you drop the 
genoa (even if only half down to reduce windage)
or roll up the headsail. Very often a team does 
not have time to do this (or has not practiced it), 
so it is crucial to make sure the headsail sheet is 
blown right off so it does not backwind you on 
to port tack. The trick is to get the boat going its 
maximum boat speed and then wait as long as is 
possible and/or practical before heading the boat 
up sharply. 

Conclusion
     With tacking practice, shooting head-to-wind 
practice, and concise communication and heads-
up sailing from the entire crew, you’ll find it very 
rewarding to make it around the windward mark 
successfully in a tight fleet, as there is much to 
process  and consider in a short time. The team 
that is able to execute at this critical juncture in 
the race will go a long way to solidifying a good 
regatta or series finish. 
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continued on next page 
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Editor’s note: Salty is spending his winter months sailing with friends in the South Pacific. This is his seoncd re-
port of this trip.

    The next stop in my journey was to meet up with Double X, the boat my old friend Sam Rehnborg 
was sailing to the South Pacific. Sam invited me to join him and I jumped at the opportunity to travel 
to places I hadn’t seen in many years. Since sailing under the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco in 
mid-July, Sam and Double X had visited the Marquesas, the Tuamotus and Bora Bora, and now lay at 
anchor in Moorea’s Cooks Bay. 
      No sooner did I reach the dock at Club Bali Hai, I was collected by the yacht’s dingy and whisked 
off to a welcoming lunch of fresh-caught Wahoo, expertly barbecued by Paul Nelson, the ship’s 
26-year-old deckhand and recent graduate of Orange Coast College’s Professional Mariner Program. 
Then I received the news that my host Sam would no longer be aboard, and that just four of us, Cap-
tain Bob and his Dutch wife and First Mate, Els, Paul and myself, would be sailing on to New Zealand. 
I also learned that due to some necessary repairs and upgrades, the boat needed several extra days at 
Tania Marine in Punaaula on Tahiti’s South Coast. Armed with that information, I elected to remain on 
Moorea in order to spend time with some old friends.
     The island of Moorea lies 12 miles to the west of Tahiti and is a pleasant 45-minute ferry ride. Each 
time I’ve seen those green covered peaks of that lovely landscape I am reminded of three high school 
friends who in 1959 purchased 400 acres of vanilla beans on Opunaho Bay, chucked their stateside 
jobs, and moved to Tahiti. Returning to the island would be my fourth visit and a welcome chance to 
catch up. Maybe for the last time.
     After several enjoyable 
days in Moorea, I rejoined 
Double X on the main island 
of Tahiti and got to work do-
ing piles of laundry and the 
all-important grocery shop-
ping for the journey ahead. 
The heat and humidity dur-
ing the days was oppressive, 
but we managed to soothe 
our withered souls each eve-
ning, finding solace at cock-
tail hour at the water’s edge 
and enjoying the marvelous 
sunsets beyond Moorea.
     Finally, on a Saturday 
morning eleven days after 
my arrival, we cleared cus-
toms and pulled the hook. An 
hour later we slipped through the pass on the Papeete Reef, skirted Moorea and set our course for 
Tonga 1,300 miles to the west. 

Salty’s Winter Travelogue, Part 2
Salty Green, EYC Member

Moored in Moorea at sunset
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Salty’s Travelogue: continued from previous page

   It’s the rainy season down here, 
and of course with lots of rain 
comes little wind! During our ten-
day crossing to the isles of Tonga, 
we experienced everything. One 
day it would be sunscreen and 
straw hats, and the next, rain gear.
     Under sail or under power, the 
boat moved along smoothly, mainly 
due to calm seas. In between 
standing watch every eight hours, 
there was ample time to read or 
sleep. And we always were looking 
forward to the next meal, expertly 
prepared by Els. 
     Els has cooked on yachts all 
over the world for over 35 years. 
She’s amazing. When was the last time anyone had homemade vichyssoise while sailing? Every meal 
was a tasty surprise. The only thing we lacked was fresh fish! Hard as it may be to believe, we hadn’t 
caught a Wahoo since late August. Our lures were not at fault. I worked a number of years as a com-
mercial fisherman and consider myself a good judge. Some think the problem is the water tempera-
ture, which in some spots was in excess of 87 degrees. Some blame El Niño and others Global Warm-
ing! At any rate, the sea was still a clear cobalt blue and flying fish were everywhere, yet there weren’t 
any fish to catch.
     As the days rolled by, we planned our stop at Tonga. Beside supplies and fuel, we looked forward 
to fresh fruits and veggies obtained at an open air public market. Believe me when I tell you, you have 
never seen half the fresh produce on display here! One particular tuber looked like it should have been 
scaled on a log truck before being delivered to the mill at Weyerhaeuser!
     Aside from the King’s Palace (which looked a lot like a weekend Cabana at the Hotel Del Coro-
nado), the town was a cross between Tijuana and Avalon. Many colorful homes were hedge-lined with 
bougainvilleas, but for the most part it was flat, noisy and congested. For us, our anchorage five miles 
to the east aside Pongai Motu was a diamond in the rough. It was a tiny islet laden with coconut palms 
that could have been used as a backdrop in a World War II John Wayne movie. 
     At the end of the Motu lay Big Mama’s Yacht Club, a sand-floored watering hole at the lagoon’s 
edge. The large hut was festooned with abalone shells, flags from every nation and many ships, and 
T-shirts signed by various crews. Fish nets shaded the entrance from the setting sun and the beer was 
cold, but the real attraction was the Wifi. In total command was Big Mama herself. A sarong laden 
350-pound Tongan, who welcomed guests while sitting at water’s edge, feet dangling in the sea, with 
a fish line in one hand and a cigarette in the other.
     When we said goodbye, I spoke with a white-bearded potbelly fellow, who could have been Big 
Mama’s twin brother. He told me that he sold everything in San Diego in 2003 and moved here for 
good. In light of our country’s recent political chaos, his decision doesn’t seem all that bad!
                Until next time, Salty

Tongan Sunrise
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January
 10 Tue Board Meeting  6:00 pm
 28  Sat  Work Party  9:00 am
  Chili Feed  6:30 pm  
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
February
 14  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
 25  Sat  Work Party  9:00 am
  Potluck  6:30 pm  
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
March
 14  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
 25  Sat  Work Party  9:00 am
  Potluck  6:30 pm
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
April
  6  Thu  Spring #1 6:25 pm
  8  Sat  Skippers and Mates 
  Dinner  6:30 pm
 11  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 13  Thu  Spring #2  6:25 pm
 18  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 19  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 20  Thu  Spring #3  6:25 pm
 25  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 26  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 27  Thu  Spring #4  6:25 pm
 29  Sat  Work Party  9:00 am
  Potluck  6:30 pm
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
May
  2  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
  3  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
  4  Thu  Spring #5  6:25 pm
  9  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm 
  Fun Race  7:00 pm 
 10  Wed  Lido/Laser 6:30 pm
 11  Thu  Spring #6  6:25 pm
 13  Sat  Rescue Boat Training
 16  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 17  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 18  Thu  Spring #7  6:25 pm
 20  Sat  Work Party  9:00 am  
  Open House
  Potluck  6:30 pm
   General Mtg  7:30 pm
 23  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 24  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 25  Thu  Spring #8   6:25 pm

2017 EYC CALENDAR

27-28  Sat-Sun 
  Memorial Day Regatta
 30  Tue   Fun Race  7:00 pm
 31  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
June
  1  Thu  Summer #1  6:25 pm
  6  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
  7  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
  8  Thu  Summer #2  6:25 pm
10-11 Sat-Sun    Live on the Edge   
  Multihull Regatta
 12  Mon   Board Meeting  6:00 pm
 13  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 14  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 15  Thu  Summer #3  6:25 pm
 20  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 21  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 22  Thu  Summer #4  6:25 pm
24-25 Sat-Sun 
  Emerald Cup Regatta
 24  Sat  Work Party  9:00 am
  Potluck  6:30 pm
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
25-30 Sun-Fri  
  Sail School
 27  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 28  Wed  Open House
  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 29  Thu  Summer #5  6:25 pm
July
  4  Tue  Independence Day  
  Celebration
  5  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
  6  Thu  Summer #6  6:25 pm
 10  Mon  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
 11  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 12  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 13  Thu   Summer #7  6:25 pm
 18  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 19  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 20  Thu  Summer #8  6:25 pm
 25  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 26  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 27  Thu  Fall Series #1  6:25 pm
 29  Sat  Potluck  6:30 pm
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
August
  1  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
  2  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
  3  Thu  Fall #2  6:25 pm

 
  6  Sun  Concert by the Lake
  8  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
  9  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm 
 10  Thu  Fall #3  6:25 pm
12-13 Sat-Sun 
  Harvest Day Regatta
 14  Mon Board Meeting  6:00 pm
 15  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 16  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 17  Thu   Fall #4 6:25 pm
 19  Sat   Jim Skeen  Youth  
  Unregatta
 22  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 23  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 24  Thu   Fall #5  6:25 pm
 26  Sat  Potluck  6:30 pm
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
 29  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 30  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
 31  Thu  Fall #6  6:25 pm
September
  5  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
  6  Wed  Lido/Laser  6:30 pm
  7  Thu  Fall #7  6:25 pm
 12  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 13  Wed  Lido/Laser   6:30 pm
 14  Thu  Fall #8  6:25 pm
 19  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 21  Thu  Cruise Night  6:25 pm
 26  Tue  Fun Race  7:00 pm
 28  Thu  Steak Bash  6:25 pm
 30  Sat  Potluck  6:30 pm
  General Mtg  7:30 pm
October
 10  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
 28  Sat  Potluck  6:30 pm
  Annual Mtg  7:30 pm
November
  4  Sat  Commodore’s Ball
  (tentative)
 14  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
December
 12  Tue  Board Meeting  6:00 pm
  (tentative)

Dates, times, and events are 
subject to change. 

Check the EYC Bulletin and 
website for latest info. 
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2017 Moorage Registration Form          Office information only 
NAME: __________________________________     Date received _______ 
ADDRESS: _______________________________     Date moorage assigned _______ 

         _______________________________    Slip assigned 1) _________ 
PHONE with area code: _____________________     2) _________ 3) ________ 
EMAIL address: ___________________________ 

 
EVERYONE MUST FILL OUT A MOORAGE REQUEST FORM THIS YEAR or DO SO ONLINE!  
MOORAGE REQUESTS ARE DUE BY MARCH 19, 2017 
 
WET MOORAGE BOATS: 
1) BOAT _______________   LENGTH _____ft.   DRAFT_______ 
    OR#________________ (must complete) 
What was your 2016 moorage assignment?  Dock/Row _____  Slip _____ 
Would you like a different slip? No ____  Yes ____   If yes, where? ___________ 
 

DRY MOORAGE BOATS: 
2) BOAT _______________   LENGTH _____ft.   OR# ________________ (must complete) 
What was your 2016 moorage assignment?  Dock/Row _____   Slip _____ 
Would you like a different slip?  No ____  Yes ____   If yes, where?  ___________ 
 

DRY MOORAGE BOATS: 
3) BOAT _______________   LENGTH_____ft.   OR# ________________ (must complete) 
What was your 2016 moorage assignment? Dock/Row_____ Slip_____ 
Would you like a different slip?  No ____  Yes ____   If yes, where?  ___________ 
 

LASER RACKS: 
1) Laser Rack # _____   Float # _____      2) Laser Rack # _____   Float # _____ 
    OR#___________                                       OR#___________ 
3) Laser Rack # _____   Float # _____      4) Laser Rack # _____   Float # _____ 
    OR#___________                                       OR#___________ 
 

Have a Laser rack locker?  No ____   Yes ____    Want to keep it?  No ____  Yes ____ 
Want a Laser rack locker?  No ____   Yes ____    Large or Small? (circle one) 
 

NON-OR NUMBERED WATERCRAFT: 
1) Type _______________   LENGTH_____ft.    2) Type _______________   LENGTH_____ft.  
3) Type _______________   LENGTH_____ft.    4) Type _______________   LENGTH_____ft.  
 
DO YOU PLAN TO LEAVE YOUR EMPTY BOAT TRAILER ON THE GROUNDS THIS SUMMER?          
        Yes ____   No____  (Your Name and OR numbers MUST BE ON TRAILER!) 
 

Is there a co-owner involved with any of the above boats? If so, what boat?  _________ 
OR# ______________   Name of co-owner   _______________________ 

1) Do you have liability coverage on all your boats?   Yes ____   No ____ 
2) Do you have the OR# clearly posted on your boat?  Yes ____   No ____ 
3) Do you have your name on your boat trailer?   Yes ____   No ____ 

 

If you answered NO to any of the three questions above, please take care of that before you moor your 
boat at EYC. REMEMBER TO PUT YOUR NAME AND OR NUMBERS ON YOUR TRAILER! 
 

TRAVEL TRAILERS: 
Renew current space? Yes ____   No ____   Number   ________ 
Do you have liability coverage on your travel trailer? Yes ____   No ____ 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE REQUEST FORM IN FULL AND LET PORT CAPTAIN KNOW ANY NEW 
INFORMATION. All boats on EYC grounds must be registered with Port Captain. 
 

Moorage request deadline is March 19, 2017. Your moorage space will be lost if not submitted on time. 
Send to:   Gordon Mattatall, 431 West 13th, Suite 2,  Eugene, OR 97401 

    Email:  gsp@pacinfo.com  Office Phone:  (541) 344-1353 
 

if you do not want to move or if you do not need new moorage, go online and mark your moorage 



Eugene Yacht Club
PO Box 2751
Eugene, OR 97402

The EYC Bulletin is published monthly by 
the Eugene Yacht Club. If you wish to be 
added to or removed from the email dis-
tribution list, please contact the Bulletin 
editor at knousen@comcast.net.
Newsletter deadlines: All materials sub-
mitted for publication in the EYC Bulle-
tin must be received the day after each 
month’s board meeting in order to be 
included in that month’s edition. Arrange-
ments for ‘late-breaking’ news must be 
made in advance with the editor. Send 
your submissions to knousen@comcast.
net.
The EYC Bulletin is available online 

www.eugeneyachtclub.net 

Look for EYC on Facebook
www.facebook.com/eugeneyachtclub

Commodore 
                             Ted Walkup  
Vice Commodore
        Gary Powell          
Rear Commodore
                              Leta Sellers 
Secretary  
                        Mike Merrifield
Treasurer  
                       Anne Ellsworth
First Trustee 
                                 Bill Boyce
Second Trustee 
                         Janet Mitchell

 Club Manager      Rich Aaring
 Club Host            Rick Gasser

2017 EYC Board of Trustees


